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Stepping Into Our Church History: 

OUR BLOCK, OUR NEIGHBORS pt II 

Last month, we looked at the three large structures on the block 

encircled by Chester Avenue, East 105th Street, Park Lane, and 

East 107th Street. All three were opened within three years of 

each other around 1920. When the financial stresses of the Great 

Depression began in 1929, the decade of a severely crippled 

economy impacted the original purposes of these edifices. 

When they were constructed, each building included special 

places where Clevelanders and visitors could meet, converse, and 

enjoy the company of others. God created social people and knew 

man was not made to live alone. Successful public buildings have 

always set aside areas where individuals can interact and both 

learn from and enjoy friends and strangers. 

Park Lane Villa (Park Lane Villa Apartments) and Wade Park 

Manor (Judson Retirement Community) were originally luxury 

hotels. Fourth Church of Christ Scientist (Pentecostal Church of 

Christ) opened as a Christian place of worship. All three artitects 

understood the importance of fellowship and had prominent areas 

designed to allow positive interaction among those who passed 

through their doors. 
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